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What is Social Tagging?
• Think about your “Bookmarks” or “Favorites” that you save when

you browse the internet.

• What if you could easily add your own keywords so that you could
easily look these up and find these references again with a word?

• What if instead of 5,783,263 Google findings when you search, you
could find 20 references provided by your colleagues?

• What if you could automatically make whatever you find available
to others who do the same for you?

• What if you could access these from any computer, anywhere?

• YOU CAN!! Easily! And from your browser’s menu bar!  It’s called
“Social Tagging”.



Why a Special DRR Tag Site?

• There are some general social tagging sites like deli.cio.us
that are very useful, for your general interest;
automobile parts, health, entertainment etc.

• But on a general tagging site, if you happen to want to
search for a term like “NOLA” on a general web site,
you will get everything history and culture in New
Orleans rather than reports on Hurricane Katrina
impacts and recovery.  In other words, a special tagging
site for our “community of practice” can be very
valuable.



DRR Library

The DRR library social tagging site is at

http://www.drrlibrary.org
• To register click on the register link at the top,

make an account and start adding your own
bookmarks.



• Once you have an account, you can bookmark
web pages or documents.

• You can search to find items that have already
been "tagged"....

and......
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• You can add a description, and your own tags. (Think
of these as your personal keywords that will be helpful
to you when you go to look up your bookmarks later.)

• You can select privacy level: Decide whether to share
your bookmarks by making them “public” or for a
select group.

• You can also create a “watchlist” to see when new items
of interest to you are added.



• If you want a faster way to bookmark pages,
you can download a "bookmarklet" that adds a
button to your browser, so that when you are
looking at a page you can immediately “post
it” with the click of a button, and then enter
your tag terms and description in a new
window.

• You will also be able to import your tags from
other sites.



Visualization of Related Resources

• All the tag terms used by different
users are displayed under each
bookmark.

• Related resources are visualized
with "tag clouds”. The larger the
font, the more often this tag term
has been used.

• The plan is to add some other useful
tools to make searching more
interesting and helpful.



To back-up your tags

• To export and back-up your tags, you can go to:
http://www.drrlibrary.org/lookup/api/posts/all

• You should be prompted for your account name
and password. Then the browser should load an
XML file with all of your bookmarks. This is the
most direct and automatic way (and a good way
to maintain a personal backup if you want one).



Browsing tags

• Some of us REALLY MISS browsing the bookshelves! Remember
when you would go to the library stacks for one book and find
other great things on the shelves nearby? Today most large
libraries recall books from locked stacks and it’s getting harder to
do that.

• Instead, we will be able to learn to use tags for the same purpose,
but by building up sets of overlapping semantic relationships that
will yield a broader (and fuzzier) set of related resources to
browse. And by adding Dewey Decimal tags, we could even
recreate the experience of browsing in the stacks!



More to come...
• By the way - Your “tag”s are integral to the XML(Extended

Markup Language) format which is used to structure user’s data
for exchange over the internet.

• RSS feeds and similar web service implementations can combine
or “mashup” your tags with other applications (eg. geotagging
and using a gazetteer service with place name tags). (Imagine you
tag a document with a place-name and then users jump to the
map or get directions there)

• Other bells and whistles will help us use this collective
intelligence: “structured metadata” (eg. “more on this topic” or
“other items with the same tags”, “pivot navigation”, “automatic
entity extraction” and more creative visualization...

• As ISDR's PreventionWeb picks up and begins to use some
similar services, it should be possible to thread these different
data services together for even greater effect.
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