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Many early warning systems (EWSs) are in operation today
A to warn the general public, governments, and businesses

such as insurance companies or grain producers about
HEADS UP! impendi_ng climate, water, and weather-related hazards,
along with other natural and human-made threats. The
cf;:'::;’:;:ﬁ:;‘;'::g; experiences and insights id_entified in_ t_he use around the

globe of EWSs can help to inform officials and other

decision makers in various organizations about how to
prepare and communicate effective early warnings.
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Sharing experiences and insights identified in the use of EWSs can also help to
educate the media and the general pubic about how to interpret warnings and apply
them to their own local needs.

The purpose of this publication is to identify ways to make early warnings of potential
"threats" to society and the environment more useful, usable, credible, and reliable.

Published in 2007 by the Tsinghua University Press in Beijing, China, this publication
has been edited by Dr. Michael H. Glantz, Director of the Center for Capacity Building
(CCB) in the SERE Lab at the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in
Boulder, Colorado. More than a dozen researchers have contributed sections to the
book.
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